UNCLASSIFIED

Drafted: INR/SPM: Neil Silver
Cleared: INW/SPM: Deih Frisa ‘I,L AL ok
Approved: INR/PDAS: Thomas Fingar III'I.l Q}'

File Name: 030610 Niger

UNCLASSIFIED

“




UNCLASSIFIED g &

United States Department of S1ate

Washington, DLC. 20520

June 19, 2003

RELEASED IN PART

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM
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T F - Under Eecfeta:r Grossman
FROM : INR - Carl W. Ford, J:.#}"‘

SUBJECT: HNiger/Irag Uranium Story and Joe Wilson (S7/NF)

(E//7HF) This memo sumnarizes what we have been zble to
discover about the role that Ambassador Joe Wilson plaved in the
Higer/Irag uranium scory. especially the allegacions chat INR
plaved a role in his early 2002 crip to Miger and tche [(nonl
disseminacion of reporting on what he learned Whact follows is
based on our paper and electronic files: we are confident that
these records and cthe recolleccions of persans involved ac the
margin are basically accurate but the two INR staff members who
were most involwved are not here [(one has been reassigned to

the other is on lsave) to guide us through the files
and emails. What 1s clear. however, i3 cthat INR was not
Ambassador Wilson's peint of concact in either the Department or
the Intelligence CommunitCy. INE did noc meer with Wilson afrer
his trip and did nmot receive any information on his crip and
what he leagned except what appears to be his reporting cable
fhis name is not mentioned] disseminated chroughour the
intelligence and policy communities by CIA The reporting we
from his Erip makes no mention of documents, fravdulent or

B

have
otherwise

B3

(S//NFL ]

d Fehruary meeLlng Convene Y vValerie Wilson, a CIA

WHD manager and the wife of Joe Wilson, he previewed his plan
and racionale for going to Miger ] B3
M Both che

e =
memo oL Ehil médling orepared by [ME's West Africa analwst {now
SECRET. "DRCON. NOFORN
CLASSIFIED BY: Carl W Ford, Jr.. IMR A/S
E.O. 12958 Reason: 1.5{c) and (<)

TMENT OF STATE . - obl — &b -3
UNITEDSTATES DEFAR ) 3 AlTE . - e S
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD UNCLASSIFIED
DATE/CASE 1D: 31 MAR 2006 200503 144




[ —
UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET/ /ORCON, NOFORN
.
in% and sther material indicate that the CIA believed 36
the ssador and the Embassy were unlikely to ferret cut the

truth from their Migerien contackts., INR strongly demurred from
this view ac the February 19 meeting. We have no 'record of any
ocher INR written or personal contact with Wilsen regarding

Migerien uranium.

le.-’HFEQ The impetus for the Ambassador’s demarches Bl, B2
in cthis peri i 2 and 3}, and the investigative trip by Joe

Wilson (Tab 4 is the CIA account of his trip findings) was a
“report of questionable credibility from a foreign service.”
This was IMR‘'s conclusion in an assessment of March 1, 2002,

enticled "Hiier; Sale of Uranium to I[rag 15 Unlikely® {(Tab
Bl, B5
e e e — L
1 Sy : ORCOM, NF]! The Niger allegations were

included but did not figure prominently in the 20-page Ochtober
2002 NIE on “Iraq’'s Continuing Progrems for Weapons of Mass
Destruction.* The majer point of contention in differ:ing
judgments about the likelihood of Iraga nuclear weapons program
reconstitetion efforts centered on the CIA‘'s assessment that |
[raq was bent on acquiring aluminum tubes to produce parts for a

gas centrifuge uranium enrichment plant. In a lengthy dissent

encicled “INR's Alcernacive View: Irag's Attemprs L0 Acquire

aluminum Tubes,” INR noted .. the claims of Iraqi pursuit of

natural uranium in 2frica are, in INR's assessment, highly

dubious.” The main cexc of the NIE related a [oreign

intelligence service report “that as of eacly 2001, Higers

planned to send several tons of “pure uranium® (probably

yelliowcake)] to Iraq.” The HIE later noted laconically that “We

cannot confirm whether Iraq succesded in &cQuUiring uranium ore

and/or yellowcake* from Niger and other alleged African sources.

{S//NF) 1In October 2002. an Italian journalist passed
purported copies of a Niger-Iraq agreement of July 2000 ELor cthe

purchase of uranium to Embassy Rome. These documents, which Bl
were sent ta Washington via !Departmﬂnt channels,
were nokt asdeguately a2nalyzed unkbil muc ater and were judged to

be fraudulent. However, they appear to have added new life to
the Miger/lrag uranium scory. These documents appear Lo be
ralated Eo, 1L not the actuval basis of, the Februvary 2002
foreign liaison Service report chat sparked original concerns
albput a Miger/lrag <deal
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[S//HF]
Bl

n micQ=Lacember ¢ EDE

Cepartment (NP) released a fact sheet that pnintéd *to efforts
to procure uranium ore from Nigerx,* this despite the alleged
objections of WINPAC. The WINPAC caution was reportedly’ "not
obtained in time co correct the liscing on the Stace Deparcment
web site, " but "was acted on in time, however, to remove it Erom
Ambassador Negraponte's statemenc. On January 12. 2003, INR
“expressed concerns to the CIA that the documentcs pertaining Lo
the Irag-Niger deal were forgeries.* The conclusion may,
however, have been reached and comsmunicated for the First btime
somewhat earlier: cthe record is not clear on tihris point. After
considerable back and forch between the CIA, the Departmentc, the
IAEA, and the British, Secrecary Powell's briefing to tche UM
Security Council did not mencion attempted Iragi procurement of
uranium “due to CIA concerns raised during the coordination
regarding the veracity of the informacion on the alleged Irag-
MNiger agreementk.” iCicacions here frem Tab 6, an April 7, 20013,
CIA retrospective on “Purported [ragi Atcempt to Get Uranium

Erom bHiger®|.

(C//HNF) Our records contain an extensive paper and
electronic tra2il on the Higer/lIraqg allegaticns, including other
retrospective accouncs differing somewhat from the CIA
retrospective mentioned above. There is no indicacion., however,
that anyone-in INR met with Ambassador wWilson except at the
February 19, 2002 meeting hosted by Cla, or discussed his ctrip
and what he learned with anyone in the Deparument or at CIA

ATTACHHENTS :
Tab 1: Notes - WNiger/Irag uranium Heeting CTA, 2/15%/02

Tab 2: Cable from Embassy Wiamey “Wiger: Taking Another
Hard Look at GOM Uranium Sales”

Tab 1: Cable from Embassy Niamey: "Miger: President Tandja
Tells DCINC Higer's Uranium is Secure: | F"g Bl
Tab 4; €Ia Account of Ambassador Wilson's Trip Findings:

“WP/Muclear Weapons: Nigerian Denial of Uranium Yellowcake Sales

to Rogue States”
Tab 5: INR Assessment: “Niger--Sale of Uranium to Iraqg is

dntlikely*"
Teb &5: CIA recrospective on “Purpocted Iragi Attempt CO Get

llrearnium from Higee®
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RELEASED IN PART _ A ¢
SEGRETAIOREN B1, 1.4(D), B3 s R
Notes - Niger/Iraq uranium Meeting CLA, 2/19402

Meeting apparenily convened by Valene Wilson, a CIA WMD managerial type and the

wife of Amb. Joe Wilson, with the idea thal the agency and the larger USG could

dispatch Joe to Niger 1o use his contacts there 1o sort oul the NigenTraq uranium sale
/ question. Joe went to Niger in late 1999 in regard to Niger's uranium program,

apparent]y with ClA supporl.

B1, BS

made 1t a point to, gently, tell

= iFal The Embassy has very good contacls and the Ambassador is a Tandja
confidante. Later| Jthey were informed, a linle B1,BS

less genily, that the Embassy was a —Tiablc inicrlocuior and could be trusted 1o protect
US interests. :

v B, BS

stressng again that the Embassy. Fowever, does have a wide range of high-level contacts.

The alieged contract between Niger and Iraq says that Niger will sell Lrag 500 1ons of
Uranium in two tranches per year. INR explained that would mean somewhere between
one sixth and one eighth of the wial oulput of the two mines and that iwice a year 23
semi tractor trailers loads of yellow cake would have 10 be driven down roads where one
seldom sees cven a bush taxi. In other words, il would be very hard to hide such a

shipmeni.

When the idea of moving the stulf across the desert 1o Sudan (?77) was broached iNR
responded that while 1t is not difficult to drive across much of the hard packed, flat desen
rerrain, there are many problems including heat up to 130 degrecs F, wear and lear on the
vehicles, water, fucl and dunfung sand that would make such a np difficult in the

exlrEme

v INR also explained that the French appear 10 have complete control of the enlire munng,
milling and transporialion process, and would seem to have little interest in selling

J  wranium to the Iragis.

Ry BS
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